Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 ROME 02434 201940Z 
20 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAM-01 NIC-01 10-14 DRC-01 SAJ-01 /121 W 

106536 

R 201730Z FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3357 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

UNCLAS ROME 2434 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJ: YEVTNSHENKO LETTER ON SOLGENITZYN CASE 

1. AS REPORTED BY WESTERN AND OTHER NEWS MEDIA, MILAN 
NEWSPAPER /IL GIORNO/ FEBRUARY 17 CARRIED TEXT OF WHAT 
PURPORTS TO BE LETTER FROM SOVIET POET YEVTUSHENKO TO HIS 
RUSSIAN "FRIENDS" FOLLOWING CANCELLATION OF YEVTUSHENKO 
READING IN CONTEXT OF SOLGENITZYN ARREST AND EXPULSION. 

CLAIMING AN EXCLUSIVE, /IL GIORNO/ STATES THAT LETTER WAS 
NOT DISTRIBUTED TO NEWS AGENCIES OR WESTERN REPORTERS. 

2. OSTENSIBLE REASON FOR LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 16, IS EVIDENT 
YEVTUSHENKO WRATH OVER AUTHORITIES' DECISION TO CANCEL POETRY 
READING FOLLOWING HIS DESPATCH OF TELEGRAM TO BREZHNEV 
EXPRESSING CONCERN FOR FATE OF SOLGENITZYN AND EFFECT HIS CASE 
WOULD HAVE FOR PRESTIGE OF USSR. IN LETTER YEVTUSHENKO 

IN SOMEWHAT INJURED TONES STRESSES HOW HE ACTED ENTIRELY 
PROPERLY AND HAD NOT EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN TO A FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENT, THE UN OR WESTERN CORRESPONDENTS BUT IN A CONFIDENTIAL 
COMMUNICATION TO HIS COUNTRY'S LEADERSHIP. LATTER, ACCORDING 
TO LETTER, OFFICIAL IN SOVIET WRITER'S UNION CHARACTERIZED 
YEVTUSHENKO'S TELEGRAM AS CONTEMPTIBLE BALCKMAIL AND ACCUSE 
HIM MENACINGLY OF ADOPTING AMBIGUOUS POLITICAL STAND. LETTER 
ALSO STATES THAT YEVTUSHENKO AT VARIOUS TIMES HAD BEEN REQUESTED 
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TO CRITICIZE SOLGENITZYN AND OTHER SOVIET WRITERS INCLUDING 
PASTERNAK BUT HAD REFUSED. 
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3. YEVTUSHENKO IN LETTER POINTED OUT THAT HE DISAGREED WITH MANY 
POINTS OF VIEW EXPRESSED BY SOLZHENITZYN IN GULUG ARCHIPELAGO 
PARTICULARLY THOSE CONCERNING VLASOV AND HAD SO STATED IN 
TELEGRAM TO BREZHNEV. HOWEVER, HE ADDED THAT ERRORS OF 
STALINIST PERIOD WERE WORSE THAN THOSE OF SOLGENITZYN. 

4. TEXT OF YEVTUSHENKO LETTER BEING POUCHED TO ADDRESSES. BEAUDRY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: HUMAN RIGHTS, PRESS COMMENTS, PRESS RELEASES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 FEB 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974ROME02434 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9740221 /aaaaatme. tel 

Line Count: 69 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: shawdg 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 MAR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 MAR 2002 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <02 DEC 2002 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: YEVTNSHENKO LETTER ON SOLGENITZYN CASE 
TAGS: PFOR, (YEVTNSHENKO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



